ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES OF SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

NATIONAL GATHERING

Leaning into Charism
and Living into Change

MAY 13 & 14, 2025

HOSTED BY:

ACSSJ MEMBER INSTITUTIONS

Avila University Mount Saint Mary's University
Kansas City, MO Los Angeles, CA

Chestnut Hill College Regis College
Philadelphia, PA Weston, MA

Elms College St. Catherine University
Chicopee, MA St. Paul, MN

Fontbonne University St. Joseph's University, New York
St. Louis, MO Brooklyn & Long Island, NY




TUESDAY, MAY 13

11:00 - 12:30 pm ET
10:00 - 11:30 am CT
8:00 - 9:30 am PT

SESSION #1

Welcome from ACSSJ
Martha Malinski, Executive Director, Association of Colleges of Sisters of St. Joseph
Donald R. Boomgaarden, Ph.D., President, St. Joseph's University, New York

Welcome from the Host Campus
Jim Burkee, Ph.D., President, Avila University
Sister Marie Joan Harris, CSJ, Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, St. Louis Province

Prayer
Sister Carol Allan, SSJ, Special Assistant to the President on Mission & Charism,
Elms College

The Gift of the Charism

Ann McElaney-Johnson, Ph.D., President, Mount Saint Mary's University, Los Angeles
Moderated by Martha Malinski, Executive Director, Association of Colleges of Sisters
of St. Joseph

12:30 - 1:00 pm ET

11:30 - 12:00 pm CT Break
9:30 - 10:00 am PT
1:00 - 2:00 pm ET SESSION #2

12:00 - :00 pm CT
10:00 - 11:00 am PT

Leading with Love

Mary Dana Hinton, Ph.D., President, Hollins University

Moderated by Ann McElaney-Johnson, Ph.D., President, Mount Saint Mary's
University, Los Angeles

2:00 - 215 pm ET

1:00 -1:15 pm CT Break
11:00 - 11:15 am PT
2:15-3:15 pm ET SESSION #3

115-215pm CT
11:15 - 12:15 pm PT

Navigating the Hard Conversations: Building Bridges Through Civil Discourse
Leslie Dorrough Smith, Ph.D., Avila University
Moderated by Bryan DePoy, D.M., Avila University
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11:00 - 12:00 pm ET
10:00 - 11:00 am CT
8:00 - 9:00 am PT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14

SESSION #4

How did we get here? And why?

A History of Sisters of St. Joseph and their work in higher education
Sister Mary McGlone, CSJ

Moderated by Adam Weyhaupt, Ph.D., Executive Vice President & Provost,
Fontbonne University

12:00 - 12:15 pm ET

11:00 - 11:15am CT Break
9:00 - 9:15 am PT
12:15-1:30 pm ET SESSION #5

11:15-12:30 pm CT
9:15 - 10:30 am PT

Transactional vs. Transformation Education:

Realizing the Promise of a Mission-Driven Core Curriculum
Suzanne del Gizzo, Ph.D., Montgomery County Community College
Moderated by Andra Basu, Ph.D., Chestnut Hill College

Closing of National Gathering
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PRESENTATIONS & SPEAKERS

THE GIFT OF THE CHARISM

President Ann McElaney-Johnson will explore the profound impact of the charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph
and how our shared charism has shaped each college or university’s mission. She will reflect on how the charism
guides and inspires our work, shaping how we engage with students, colleagues, and communities. The
presentation will also address the pressing question: How can higher education respond to the urgent needs of
our time? Attendees will leave with a deeper understanding of how charism calls campuses to be transformative
agents of change, hope, and service in an ever-evolving world.

Ann McElaney-Johnson, Ph.D.
MOUNT SAINT MARY'S UNIVERSITY

Ann McElaney-Johnson is the twelfth president of Mount Saint Mary’s, the only women’s
university in Los Angeles. She is recognized as a leader in bringing women’s issues to light,
and a champion for innovative teaching and learning. As president, Ann leads with an
inclusive, collaborative style. She has articulated a strategic vision for the University that will
foster a culture of innovation for excellence to prepare students to be global leaders and
pursue lives filled with purpose. Ann earned her Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, her master’s degree from Middlebury College, Vermont, and her B.A. from the
College of the Holy Cross, Massachusetts.

MODERATOR:
Martha Malinski

Executive Director, Association of Colleges of Sisters of St. Joseph
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LEADING WITH LOVE

This session will explore why and how love can be an effective leadership strategy and how to apply that
strategy in your daily life. Mary Dana Hinton extols that education and the liberal arts, in particular, demand love
as a leadership strategy. She will draw on her own life and recent book, “Leading from the Margins: College
Leadership from Unexpected Places”.

MODERATOR:

Mary Dana Hinton, Ph.D.
HOLLINS UNIVERSITY

Mary Dana Hinton, Ph.D. is the 13th president of Hollins University in Roanoke, Virginia, and
President Emerita of the College of Saint Benedict in St. Joseph, Minnesota. An active and
respected proponent of the liberal arts, her leadership reflects a deep and abiding
commitment to educational equity and the education of women.

Hinton earned a Ph.D. in religion and religious education with high honors from Fordham
University, a Master of Arts degree in clinical child psychology from the University of Kansas,
Lawrence, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology from Williams College. She is the
recipient of the Bicentennial Medal from Williams College and honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degrees from Misericordia University, the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, and
Mount Saint Mary’s University. In 2021, Hinton was elected to the American Academy of Arts &
Sciences, an organization established more than 240 years ago by the nation’s founders to
honor exceptionally accomplished individuals and engage them in advancing the public good.

Hinton’s scholarship focuses on higher education leadership, strategic planning, and inclusion
in higher education. Her new book, Leading from the Margins: College Leadership from
Unexpected Places, was published by Johns Hopkins University Press in February 2024. Her
next book, Where Love Leads, is forthcoming. She is also the author of The Commercial
Church: Black Churches and the New Religious Marketplace in America and a frequent op-ed
contributor across higher education publications.

Hinton is a member of the board of directors for the National Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities where she serves as chair, Interfaith America, American Association
of Colleges and Universities, The Teagle Foundation, and the board of trustees at Mount Saint
Mary’s University Los Angeles.

Ann McElaney-Johnson, Ph.D.

President, Mount Saint Mary's University, Los Angeles
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NAVIGATING THE HARD CONVERSATIONS:

Building Bridges Through Civil Discourse

In an era of heightened polarization and complex societal challenges, fostering civil discourse is more critical
than ever on college campuses. This session will explore strategies for engaging students in constructive
dialogue about challenging issues, emphasizing the importance of empathy, active listening, and mutual respect
while also helping students understand that, factually and ethically, not all opinions are equally valid. Centering
on our students' personal experiences and diverse identities, this presentation will provide practical tools for
interacting with students with the aim of creating inclusive and dignity-focused environments. We will discuss
the challenges students face in navigating difficult conversations—whether about race, identity, politics, or
values—and how educators can guide them toward meaningful engagement that builds community rather than
division.

Leslie Dorrough Smith, Ph.D.
AVILA UNIVERSITY

Leslie Dorrough Smith, Ph.D., is the Dean of Arts and Sciences and Professor of Religious
Studies and Women’s and Gender Studies at Avila University. She specializes in the study of
American evangelicalism and gender, race, and politics. She publishes widely on a variety of
topics. Her two latest books include Compromising Positions: Sex Scandals, Politics, and
American Christianity (Oxford 2020), which examines the racial and gendered dynamics of
American Christianity that influence the shape of the American political system. Her newest
work (with Dr. Steven Ramey, University of Alabama) is Religions of the World: Questions,
Challenges, and New Directions (Equinox 2024), which is a World Religions textbook that
examines, among other things, the politics behind how we approach the world's religions.

MODERATOR:
Bryan DePoy, D.M.

Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, Avila University
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HOW DID WE GET HERE? AND WHY?

A History of Sisters of St. Joseph and their work in higher education

Join Sister Mary McGlone, CSJ, as she takes us on a journey through the inspiring history of the Sisters of St.
Joseph and their transformative contributions to higher education in the United States. Drawing from her
acclaimed books, Anything of Which a Woman is Capable and Called Forth By the Dear Neighbor, Sister Mary
will iluminate how these pioneering women of faith responded to the call to serve their communities with
courage, creativity, and unwavering dedication. This presentation will explore the foundational principles that
guided the Sisters of St. Joseph in establishing educational institutions that continue to carry on the legacy and
charism. Attendees will gain insights into the historical challenges and triumphs that shaped their legacy and
learn how their mission remains relevant today.

Sister Mary McGlone, CSJ

Mary M. McGlone is a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet and serves on the Congregational
Leadership Team. She earned a doctorate in theology from St. Louis University and has
written two books, Anything of Which a Woman is Capable and Called Forth By the Dear
Neighbor, on the history of the Sisters of St. Joseph in the United States. Sister Mary writes a
regular column for the National Catholic Reporter. As a Sister of St. Joseph for over 51 years,
she has ministered across the United States and abroad. Her ministry includes serving in
various faculty and staff roles at Avila University, Fontbonne University, and Mount Saint
Mary's University, as well as a board member at Fontbonne University and St. Catherine
University. Sister Mary is originally from Denver and enjoys playing the guitar.

MODERATOR:
Adam Weyhaupt, Ph.D.

Executive Vice President & Provost, Fontbonne University
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TRANSACTIONAL VS. TRANSFORMATION EDUCATION:

Realizing the Promise of a Mission-Driven Core Curriculum

Suzanne del Gizzo will discuss the challenges of crafting transformational core curricula in an increasingly
transactional educational environment. She argues that we tend to focus mostly on WHAT we teach in core
curricula, when really our focus should be on HOW we teach core courses. She believes a core curriculum
animated by mission can connect students to their sense of purpose—and that sense of connection to a larger
purpose can be a game changer for student engagement.

Suzanne del Gizzo, Ph.D.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Suzanne del Gizzo was a Professor of English and Center Chair for Integrated Humanities at
Chestnut Hill College for over 19 years. In February, she left to become the Dean of Liberal
Studies at Montgomery County Community College. In her work at Chestnut Hill College, she
co-chaired with Professor Jacki Reich CHC's core curriculum review from 2020-2022. She is
excited to share some of her thoughts about the approach they took during the review,
where they were charged with infusing CHC's mission into the core curriculum while
increasing student engagement and retention.

MODERATOR:
Andra Basu, Ph.D.

Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty, Chestnut Hill College
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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THANK YOU TO OUR HOST!

A\ AVILA UNIVERSITY

Avila University, a Catholic University founded and inspired by the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Carondelet, provides undergraduate and graduate
education in the liberal arts and professional studies, preparing lifelong
learners who make meaningful contributions to the global community.

www.avila.edu
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THANK YOU

The Association of Colleges is so grateful for the National Gathering
planning committee's work organizing the conference.

The committee is comprised of the following members:

Sister Carol Allan, SSJ

Special Assistant to the President on Mission & Charism
ELMS COLLEGE

Leslie Dorrough Smith, Ph.D.,

Dean of Arts and Sciences and Professor of Religious
Studies and Women's and Gender Studies

AVILA UNIVERSITY

Shannon Green

Senior Director, CSJ Institute
MOUNT SAINT MARY'S UNIVERSITY

Cara McMahon

Executive Director
ST. JOSEPH EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES
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NATIONAL GATHERING
Leaning into Charism and Living into Change

MAY 13 & 14, 2025
Hosted virtually by Avila University

Thank you for joining ACSSJ for our 2025 National Gathering!
Please enjoy this prayer card and continue to reflect on our
shared charism as we move into the future.

i S

Triune God,

We, the charism family of Sisters of St. Joseph,
pray that the threads of education
be woven into our work for global justice.

We, like the lace makers before us,
pray that the threads of our lace make visible
spaces open to all we encounter.

' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
I We, the lace makers of today and tomorrow, |
I g st (S ot it S |
g P
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |
' |

We are called to become unifiers
creating patterns with and without
definition thorough prayer and actions.

We ask blessings to gather our threads,
as we lean into the Charism
to make meaningful changes in a world
that longs for our life-giving unifying love.

We ask all this in Your Holy Name.
Amen.

- Carol Allan, SSJ

ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES OF SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH
NATIONAL GATHERING 2025

STAY CONNECTED WITH ACSSJ:

k www.acssj.org [l @associationofcollegesofsistersofstjoseph @collegesofsistersofstjoseph



FREE E-BOOK OR $1.95 OFF PAPERBACK

To download your free digital copy or order a
discounted print copy of That All May Be One, go to:

https://store.bookbaby.com/book/That-All-May-Be-One

coupon code: SPRING25

Offer valid through June 1, 2025.

".l"ﬂ-
I,El_r:*' . SCAN THE QR

--ﬁ ="

Eil!”"* i CODE TO ORDER
EI"‘I'I.EEE]" OR DOWNLOAD

Contact acssjl@gmail.com for
discounts on bulk orders.

That All May Be One is an introduction to the spirit and charism of the Sisters of St.
Joseph. With the vision of “that all may be one,” (John 17:21), the Sisters of St. Joseph
are always moving towards unity with God, with one another, and with all creation.

Readers will:

# Gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the contemporary history of the
Sisters of St. Joseph from the founding in Le Puy, France, the arrival in St. Louis,
Missouri and later spreading across the United States to engage in ministries

#  Be inspired by the unique prayers based on the charism that is reflective of the
Sisters of St. Joseph’s commitment to embody a “profound love of God and
neighbor without distinction”

# Be introduced to the Sisters of St. Joseph’s spiritual practices of sharing of the
heart and maxims
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ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES OF SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

The Association of Colleges of Sisters of St. Joseph (ACSSJ) draws
together eight colleges and universities founded by the Sisters of St.
Joseph to articulate and further the contemporary expression of the
educational mission and legacy of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. The
Association fosters collaboration among all the member institutions,
provides resources for faculty, staff and students at member colleges
and universities and encourages mission integration on each campus.

OUR VALUES

All member institutions in the Association of Colleges of Sisters of St.
Joseph hold values in common. These include:

# Create hospitable and caring campus communities
Manifest concern for all without distinction
Address the needs of the times
Strive for excellence in all endeavors

Work to make a difference in the local and world community

CONTACT US

If you have any questions, please contact:
Martha Malinski, Executive Director: acssjl@gmail.com or (317) 721-1153

Visit us online: www.acssj.org
1 @associationofcollegesofsistersofstjoseph

@collegesofsistersofstjoseph




